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Greetings, all!   

What great weather we have enjoyed lately!  My daffodils are in bloom and my Lenten roses are peek-

ing out from beneath the leaves.  And the camellias have been gorgeous.  Hope you are experiencing 

some of the same beauty around you.   

We are so excited that we will finally see you at our March meeting on March 11 at the NB Golf and 

Country Club!  There is so much to discuss.  Our program will be presented by Amy White, a member, 

who will discuss Propagation of plants.  

We are elated to report that our Herb Sale is a phenomenal success.  With that said, we will need many 

hands to help with the set up of the herbs on their arrival on Monday, Apr. 19 to fill the orders  and to 

distribute them to our customers all over Craven County.  Please SAVE THE DATE! 

Also, please don’t forget to pay your dues ( $30) which are due this month. If you are not coming to the 

meeting, please mail your check to our treasurer, Mary Florence by March 15.   

Thanks to the Nominating Committee of Marcia, Ann and Gail we have a new slate of officers for 2021

-2022 which needs to be approved at the March meeting.   

President:  Gail McLamb 

First VP :  Rhonda Beadle 

Second VP:  Raye Lynn Longhini 

Recording Secretary:  Deb Tallman 

Corresponding Secretary:  Ann G. Hall 

Historian:  Marcia Sproul 

 

Enjoy this newsletter and note how our club continues to thrive with our many activities to spread joy 

though out the community. Please contact us with any questions and concerns.   

Happy Almost Spring!!!!         

Fondly, Paula 

 



 

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

And 

Garden Clubs of North Carolina, Inc. 
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Paula Hartman,  

President 

 

1st Vice President, Ann G. Hall 

 

2nd Vice President,  Debbie Durham 

 

Treasurer, Mary Florence 

 

Recording Secretary,  Marcia Sproul 

 

Corresponding Secretary,  June Boyd 

 

Historian, Francis Eder 

 

 

 

TWGC General Meeting  

March 11, 2021 

at New Bern Golf and Country Club 

10:00 AM Social time   

10:30 AM Meeting begins 

 

Luncheon Choice 
1. Country Club Salad- Mixed baby field 
greens, Portobello mushrooms, gorgonzola 
cheese, red onion, sun-dried tomatoes, 
toasted walnuts and pine nuts tossed with 
balsamic vinaigrette and finished with a 
pesto drizzle   
2. Ham and Swiss Quiche – Served with 
chilled asparagus & sliced marinated roma 
tomatoes and sliced fruit 

 

Please contact Judy Boyd to make 

a reservation and indicate your 

choice at  

judysboyd@embarqmail.com 

Cost $18. due before start of meeting.  

Gardening Gloves will be available  

for sale -$7/pair 

 

Due to Covid, there will be reserved seating for 

anyone staying for lunch  and temperatures will 

be checked before entry. 

mailto:judysboyd@embarqmail.com


Luncheon Choices 
 
 

 
March 11, 2021 
1. Country Club Salad- Mixed baby field 
greens, Portobello mushrooms, gorgonzo-
la cheese, red onion, sun-dried tomatoes, 
toasted walnuts and pine nuts tossed with 
balsamic vinaigrette and finished with a 
pesto drizzle 
2. Ham and Swiss Quiche – Served with 
chilled asparagus & sliced marinated ro-
ma tomatoes and sliced fruit 
 
April 8, 2021 
1. Oriental Chicken Salad - Shredded Na-
pa Cabbage, Daikon Radish Sprout, Ice-
berg Lettuce, tossed with Teriyaki and 
Five Spice Chicken, Macadamia Nuts, 
Scallions, and Mandarin Oranges with 
Yuzu Ginger Vinaigrette and topped with 
Crisp Wonton Strips 
2. Turkey & Brie – Shaved roasted turkey 
breast, apple-wood smoked bacon, 
creamy brie cheese & apricot preserves 
on toasted sourdough with a fruit cup 
 
May 13, 2021 
1. Davis Cup Salad-Crisp Romaine let-
tuce with craisins, candied walnuts, 
strawberries and bleu cheese crumbles 
2. Brie and Raspberry Chicken - Pan 
Seared Marinated Breast of Chicken 
served with Brie Cream Sauce and Rasp-
berry Compote, Roasted Garlic Potato 
Puree and Shallot and Balsamic Haricot 
Verts 

TWGC Monthly Programs 

2020-2021 

 

 

 

Don’t miss our next meeting! 

 

March 11 

Propagation by Amy Rose White 

 

 

April  8 

TBD 

 

 

May  13 

Flower Show with Hat competi-

tion and induction of new 2021-

2022 officers!  Flower show 

sign up and theme will be avail-

able at the March Meeting!  



 

Seasonal Design February 2021 

Creamy yellow Asian lilies spill out of a D’Stone cobalt blue vase 

Arrangement by Deb Tallman 



Garden Therapy 

TWGC volunteers Gail Mc Lamb, Arline North and Kathy Perretta created 24 floral 
arrangements to be delivered to Homeplace Nursing Home to bring some added joy 
to the lives of the residents   



...in my garden  March 2021 

 

Paula Hartman shared the first Camelia of 2021 from...in her garden (above) 

Marcia Sproul’s recent arrangement (below) 



Volunteers Needed! 

Herb Sale!!!!!  

Contact Ann Hall or Mary Frances need order pullers and drivers. 

Garden Therapy — please see Kathy Perretta!  We will be able to deliver 

Birthday Angels and small arrangements to a Nursing  home each month!   

March 15, 2021    Monarch 

April 19, 2021    Riverpoint Crest –plant vegetable garden  

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we will not be visiting with our Second 

Grade Youth Gardeners until schools re-open.  Circumstances may change so 

please regularly refer to our web site, Facebook page or the newsletter! 

Seasonal Design — please see Gail Pethia 

Bank of the Arts — please see Mary Ann Hudak 

TWGC Annual Dues  

 

The TWGC Annual Dues of $30.00 are due no later than 

March 15, 2021 

During these trying times please remember that your dues 

help pay for many of our civic programs and for our 

association with both GCNC and National Garden Club, Inc. 

 

Please  send your dues to Mary Florence by 3/15/2021 

 



 

 

Asparagus Fritters by Lidia Bastianich 

Ingredients  
2 BUNCHES MEDIUM ASPARAGUS SPEARS, PEELED AT THE BASE (ABOUT 22 SPEARS)  

5 LARGE EGGS  

1/2 CUP GRATED GRANA PADANO OR REAL PARM AGANA REGIANA  

1/2 SMALL ONION, FINELY CHOPPED  

1/4 CUP FINE DRY BREAD CRUMBS  

2 TABLESPOONS ALL -PURPOSE FLOUR  

1/2 TEASPOON KOSHER SALT, PLUS MORE FOR SEASONING THE FRITTERS  

VEGETABLE OIL, FOR FRYING  

 

Directions 
Bring a large pot of salted water to boil. Add the asparagus spears and cook until tender but not mushy, about 8 
minutes. Drain and rinse under cold water to cool them down. Drain and dry the spears and cut into 1/2 -inch piec-
es. 
In a large bowl, whisk together eggs, grated cheese, onion, bread crumbs, flour and salt. Stir in asparagus pieces.  
Heat 1/2-inch vegetable oil in a large skillet over medium heat. The oil is ready when a drop of batter sizzles on 
contact. Drop 1/4-cup rounds of asparagus batter, flattening if necessary, to make flat cakes.  
Cook until golden on the underside, about 2 minutes, flip and fry until fritters are cooked through, about 2 minutes 
more.  
Drain fritters on paper towels and season with salt    Makes 10-12 fritters 
 

Bank of the Arts 

February 2021 

Theme:  

Three Family Members' 
Art 

 
Rose Lily, green poms, 
baby’s breath, mini ros-
es, solidago, larkspur, 
palm, hydrangea  

 
 

arrangement by 
Debbie Durham 



 

Horticulture Corner-March 2021 

By Maureen Loomer 

 

Spring is the time of plans and projects—Leo 
Tolstoy, “Anna Karenina” (1877) 

 

January and February 2021 were much 
cooler and wetter for eastern NC than 
in 2020, and we are grateful to have 
been spared the brutal storms suffered 
by much of the nation.   Hopefully, the 
rain will let up long enough to let us get 
outside soon! 

Garden Chores:  No doubt you have 
noticed that the days are getting longer. 
The photocycle triggers perennial plant 
growth cycles (temperature affects 
growth rate), so time is running out to 

prune back plants before new growth 
starts.   

This also a great time to start buying 
and putting down new mulch.  I use 
pine straw in the front yard because it 
conforms to the neighborhood and 
makes a smooth transition to lawn.  I 
use bark (Preen or Scott’s) in the shed 
and walled herb gardens because I 
think it looks better for longer and is 
easy to “refresh” over the year.  Either 
good quality pine straw or bark will 
do a fine job of retarding weeds and 
(more importantly) regulating the soil 
temperature.  I find it easier to weed 
bark areas, but that’s just me.  If you 
have bulbs in the ground, they will 
look so much grander when they 
bloom surrounded by fresh mulch, 
too!   

 



Horticulture Corner  by Maureen Loomer (continued) 
Examine your containers.  We had enough freezing with heavy rain that some may need replacing. 
Pinecone Garden Center has a large stock of high-end freeze-resistant ceramic containers as well as 
clay ones.  Lowe’s has a selection in clay as well as cement.  If you are thinking it’s time for raised 
beds, check out Gardener’s Supply which has great choice in size and materials   

https://www.gardeners.com/buy/planters-and-raised-beds/). 

One Woman’s Weeds: Are another one’s wildflowers. Dandelions seeds and foliage are 
eaten by chipping, field, house, song and 
white-throated sparrows, goldfinches, and in-
digo buntings.  

My yard guys scratch their heads, but I don’t 
let them use weed killers on my lawn because 
I like to leave the dandelions, vetch, and clo-
ver for the birds and pollinators. 

Please consider leaving at least part of your 
garden pesticide and herbicide-free.  Unlike 
wild-type plants, ornamentals popular with 
landscapers are selectively bred or genetically 
modified for hardiness and appearance, so 
many of them produce little or no nectar or 
pollen.  Some bee-friendly weeds are found 
here (https://blog.gardeningknowhow.com/top
-of-the-crop/7-bee-friendly-weeds-you-should
-keep/). 

Garden Center Report:  Lowe’s is bursting with spring bulbs, as well as some of my fa-
vorite perennials.  I was tempted by 
creeping phlox, but THRILLED to see 
autumn sedum!  You may recall I suf-
fered “sedum envy” last fall, so you can 
be sure I will scoop up some of this new 
cultivar, “Firecracker.” Pinecone still has 
pansies, violas, and vegetables.  The big 
story here is their camellias, including 
new cultivars that have huge flowers.  
Wendy showed me one that has blooms 
that look like peonies.  Martha Sproul, I 
hope you get a chance to see them!  New 
heuchera varieties, too.  New Bern Farm 
and Garden and Pinecone both have a 
variety of salad green bowl-gardens and 
bedding vegetables.   

Until next month… 

https://blog.gardeningknowhow.com/top-of-the-crop/7-bee-friendly-weeds-you-should-keep/
https://blog.gardeningknowhow.com/top-of-the-crop/7-bee-friendly-weeds-you-should-keep/
https://blog.gardeningknowhow.com/top-of-the-crop/7-bee-friendly-weeds-you-should-keep/


  

TWGC is pleased to announce our 

newest fundraiser in support of our  

ongoing projects and scholarship fund! 

Only $7 per pair, assorted colors and sizes! 

Buy now for best selection! 

Contact:  Mary Florence  mflorence@suddenlink.net or 

Ann Hall annghall77@gmail.com 



Bird of the Month 

March 2021 

Bird Irruptions by Michael Creedon 

This month we will visit one of many birding phenomenon's, Bird Ir-
ruptions. This particular phenomenon occurs following a boom or bust 
cycle of food supplies. The most common cause is a phenomenon 
called masting, which occurs when a single tree species produces a 
large number of seeds across thousands of miles of forest in the same 
year. The true cause of masting is unknown, but it typically occurs one 
to two years after a warm, dry spring. Often a masting year is followed 
by a poor seed production year. 
 
When the conifers in the boreal forests of Canada and the northern 
United States experience a masting year, the abundance of seeds gives 
some species of boreal songbirds a boost. The birds can begin breeding 
and produce more offspring, resulting in a bird population boom. When 

fall arrives, the bird population has doubled or even tripled, but the available habitat hasn’t. Many birds move south, and young 
birds, in particular, may be pushed farther and farther, so people outside 
the boreal forests may start seeing unusual winter visitors at their feed-
ers.  Each year ornithologists make predictions about which species may 
wander south during the upcoming winter.  
 
Last fall, people who study the forests and predict irruptions, predicted 
this winter would see an explosive irruption of Purple Finches. Folks 
who feed the birds and know who’s who, including me, have rarely if 
ever seen a Purple Finch in their backyard in Eastern NC. Not in the 20 
years we have lived here. Since mid October we and anyone around who 
has a bird feeder out has witnessed flocks of Purple Finches daily. The 
males look like they are fresh from a dipping at a raspberry factory. We 
have as many as several hundred on any given day. They will empty a 
bird feeder as quick as you can refill it. 
 
While the experts were very confident in their Finch prediction, they 
hedged their bets on a few other species, suggesting a good possibility of 
irruptions. One of these probable irruptive species was the Evening Gros-
beak. 
 

If you look at their migratory range, the closest we are is 400+ miles 
south of that range. On February first, 2 males and 6 female Evening 
Grosbeaks arrived at my feeders. I was flabbergasted. I posted it to my 
bird club, and uniformly heard how no one had seen an Evening Gros-
beak in Eastern NC in at least 50 years. Over the next week or so they 
all came to actually see this bird, which for nearly all was a “Lifer”. As 
the week progressed, and word got out, we began to see dozens every 
morning. 
 
It is a beautiful bird, a member of the Finch family.  They are bulky, 
heavily built finches with large bills and short tails. The adult has a 
short black tail, black wings and a large pale bill. The adult male has a 
bright yellow forehead and body; its head is brown and there is a large 
white patch in the wing. The adult female is mainly olive-brown, grey-
er on the underparts and with white patches in the wings. The breeding 
habitat is coniferous and mixed forest across Canada and the western 
mountainous areas of the United States. The Finch “Irruptions” of this 
pandemic winter have been a welcome sight.  

Additional photos are on our website 
www.trentwoodsgardenclub.com 



 
Do Ginkgo Biloba trees grow well in our area? 

March 2021 

By Judi Lloyd 

Ginkgo Biloba trees are spectacular – especially in the fall. Undisputedly, the most ma-
jestic of all trees, this giant has it all. It is considered to be a living fossil as it is old – 
very old – with fossils found dating to 270 million years ago. Not only is it old, it is al-
so beautiful. It has a unique fan-shaped leaf and a glorious fall color of buttery yellow. 
Traditionally the ginkgo is massive with a mature height of 50 to 80 feet and a 30 to 40 
foot spread. It is resistant to insects and diseases and is extremely drought tolerant. Not 
a fast grower, it averages 13-24 
inches per year with a spreading 
canopy on most cultivars. It was 
brought to the US in the late 1700s 
from China and grows well up to 
zone 8. It isn’t picky about soil 
conditions and can flourish in compact 
spaces, making it a great street tree 
for urban areas. The ginkgo is also 
tolerant of air pol- lution, street salt 
and salt spray and is easy to establish. 
Full sun and good drainage is the best 
spot for the gink- go. There are both 
male and female cultivars of ginkgo 
and the female grows an extremely 
fowl smelling fruit, so it is recom-
mended that only male cultivars be 
planted. For those homeowners who 
don’t feel that they have enough space 
to grow a ginkgo tree, there are many 
compact cultivars available for to-
day’s smaller properties. You can 
even grow them in large containers. 
Water regularly when the tree is 
young and only give it simple pruning early on so it will have a strong central leader. 
There are also columnar cultivars that don’t have a tremendous spread. Ginkgo biloba 
‘Fastigiata’ is a columnar tree with a spread of 10 -15 feet. ‘Autumn Gold’ is a larger 
cultivar growing to 40-50 feet tall with a spread of 25-30 feet. Ginkgo biloba ‘Pendula’ 
is a nice dwarf cultivar, growing to 8 feet tall and there is a true dwarf, ‘Mariken’ that 
gets only 4 feet tall. If you haven’t seen it, check out the gorgeous one on the Tryon 
Palace grounds!  

A last interesting thought: This is what the dinosaurs used to eat!  


