Trent Woods Garden Club
October 2022
Greetings to all TWGC Members,
Wasn’t that an action-packed kick-off meeting! New fundraising
for our scholarships and community projects (we will update everyone at the October meeting.) Thank you so very much Ann Simpson for guiding us through a floral arranging class and thank you
everyone for participating!
The month of October is looking to easily be as busy. Meals on
Wheels chair Carol Letellier needs volunteers on October 10th to
arrange sweet nosegays to be delivered with each meal. Don’t forget your snips and greens. Paula Hartman and her committee will
again visit the Garden Bees at Oaks Road Academy on October
19th, new members -you will want to experience the second graders
at Oaks Road Academy.
AND Ghost Walk is Back! October 20-22, 2022. The theme this
year is “Famous Firsts”, and chair Sue Wyatt could use a few volunteers to docent. Please contact either Carol, Paula or Sue to volunteer.
Xoxo
Gail
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TWGC General Meeting
October 13, 2022
At New Bern Golf and Country Club
10:00 AM Social time 10:30 AM Meeting begins

Program “My Garden Taxonomy”
Classifying a Unique Species
Presented by Maureen Loomer TWGC Member
Menu Selections
October 13, 2022
1.Cobb Salad – Crisp iceberg, hard boiled eggs, diced tomatoes, grilled chicken, scallions, avocado, Swiss &
cheddar cheese, topped with apple-wood smoked bacon,
with choice of dressing
OR
2. Brie and Raspberry Chicken - Pan Seared Marinated
Breast of Chicken served with Brie Cream Sauce and
Raspberry Compote, Roasted Garlic Potato Puree and
Shallot and Balsamic Haricot Verts
Please contact Judy Boyd to make a reservation by
Tuesday Oct 11th and indicate your choice at
judysboyd@embarqmail.com
Lunch cost $25. due before start of meeting.
Meeting only $10.

Garden Therapy
TWGC volunteers visited Bayview Nursing Home
on September 12, 2022. TWGC members assisted
the residents in creating their own floral arrangements in a coffee mug, that the residents kept for
their rooms. A wonderful time was had by all singing old timey songs and enjoying juice and cookies!

Garden Therapy (continued)

Garden Therapy Schedule 2022-2023
Contact Chair: Jeanne Garner (301) 332-2591 jag1law@aol.com
Or Kathy Perretta – krperretta@aol.com 252-633-3665 to volunteer

Monday Oct. 17, 2022 10am
Hostess Carol Letellier - 252-288-5851 Trinity United Methodist Church, 2311 Elizabeth Ave.
Nosegays for Meals on Wheels
Monday Nov. 14, 2022 10am
Hostess Kathy Perretta - 252-633-3665 Croatan Village, 4522 Old Cherry Point Road
Floral arrangements

Monday, December 12, 2022 10am
Hostess Laura Knox 252-633-7961 Brookdale, 1336 S. Glenburnie Road
Floral arrangements
Monday, January 16, 2023 10am
Hostess Paula Hartman - 252-670-3233 Good Shepherd, 603 West Street
Pine cone feeders
Monday, February 13, 2023 10am
Hostess Marcia Sproul - 252-672-0472 Homeplace, 1309 McCarthy Blvd.
Floral arrangements
Monday, March 13, 2023 10am
Hostess Rhona Beadle 826-266-7888 Monarch, 1320 Health Drive
Pine cone feeders
Monday, April 17, 2023 10am
Host Jack Durham - 919-758-5100 River Point Crest , 2600 Old Cherry Point Road
Plant Vegetable Garden

Youth Gardeners
The first meeting of the Garden BEES in almost
two years, was held on Friday, Sept. 16 at Oaks
Road Academy. We met with Ms. Wilson and
her 21 students. We introduced ourselves and
outlined our objectives of sharing gardening
with the BEES; and then introduced our lesson
of reuse, recycle and reduce. This led to presenting Woodsy Owl, our special friend, who
promotes “Give a Hoot, Don’t Pollute” and
above all to “Lend a Hand, Care for the Land.”

The BEES were good listeners and active participants in our lesson.
Our activity of the day was how to grow plants
from cuttings. Each student chose a cutting (from
philodendron, Swedish ivy or silver inch) and
placed it in a recycled OUI jar. The children’s challenge for the month is to watch the roots grow
and keep the water clean. Hopefully, next month
the roots will be strong enough for them to plant
them in soil. We presented the teacher with a
philodendron plant (mother of cuttings) to show
what a full-size plant looks like. And as always,
keeping with the season, we brought her a vase of
sunflowers and umbrella stems.

Youth Gardeners
2022-2023 Schedule
Oct. 19
Nov. 16
Dec.21
Jan. 18
Feb. 15
March 15
Apr. 15
May 17
Early June – last meeting

Meeting: generally 3rd Wednesday of the month. We meet
for lunch and planning at 11:15 at Kitchen on Trent and
start program! 12:30 at Oaks Road Academy.

Monthly Program September 2022

Ann Simpson provided guidance and hands on lessons in
floral design. Everyone participated and created some
wonderful arrangements to
take home.

A coleus and fern arrangement shows that flowers
aren't always needed!

Small arrangements can
pack a punch.

Monthly Program September 2022

Such fun to do a project with friends

...in my garden
Paula Hartman
shared this photo of
her Angel’s Trumpet
plant

Seasonal Design
September 2022
An arrangement of white
and pink roses in a sweet
pitcher made someone’ s
Designed by Judy Lott

What to know for growing camellias
By Judi Lloyd
Camellias are a cherished plant in southern gardens. There are two types of camellias commonly
used in eastern North Carolina. The Japanese camellia is a large plant that gets 15 to 20 feet tall
and 6 to 10 feet wide. Camellia japonicas have
large leaves and flowers that are 4 to 8 inches in
diameter. Blooms may open from early winter to
spring. Sasanqua camellias have smaller leaves
on a plant that is normally 6 to 10 feet high and
about 3 to 5 feet wide (there are some dwarf
types). Flowers are only 2 to 3 inches in diameter
and open in the fall or early winter.
Both types come with flower colors of pink, red, and white and form a broad, densely
branched evergreen pyramid. Common container grown sizes are 1, 3, 5, and 7-gallon.
Camellias like acidic (pH 5 to 6.5), well-drained soils. It is best to plant them on the
north side of a house or in semi-shade. Container plants can be planted at any time of
the year.
Spacing of camellias is important as it is with all plants. The goal should be that at maturity, there's still 2-3 feet between the canopy and the building. So, spacing from a
structure will depend on knowing the expected mature size of the plant. Planting holes
for single camellias should be 3 to 5 times the width of the root ball and the same
depth. After planting, don’t forget the mulch to prevent weeds and hold moisture.
Camellias can do well in eastern North Carolina, but some years we may have cold injury. Cold injury may occur to flowers that open from December to April. There are a
few things you can do to protect camellias from winter injury. Before a cold front arrives, make sure that camellias and other evergreen plants are watered well. If the
plants are fertilized properly throughout the year and are healthy, they will be better
able to withstand cold temperatures. Planting in partial shade also provides protection
from quickly changing temperatures. The last measure of protection, but probably the
first you should think about when selecting camellias is cold hardiness. Some cultivars
hold up better to cold temperatures than others.
As with all landscape trees and shrubs, fertilizer selection should be based on soil test
results. Soil testing can be repeated every 2-3 years. Pruning camellias should be done
following flowering. Since camellias may bloom in fall, winter, or early spring, timing
must be based on each individual plant’s bloom time. Prune selectively to shape plants
as needed. For more detailed information, see https://pitt.ces.ncsu.edu/2015/11/how-to
-grow-camellias

Bird of the Month
October 2022
Black-bellied Whistling Duck
By Michael Creedon
October is always time to look at
ducks. This month we examine the
Black-bellied Whistler. While not
common in Eastern N.C., they are
around if you look. Last year we
looked at the Wood Duck, a tree
nester. Not that common in ducks,
however the Whistler was formerly
known as the Black-bellied Tree
Duck. It is primarily found along
the coast from Texas to Florida,
however, it is a rare breeder all the
way up to here.
Mostly terrestrial, spending more
time than most ducks walking on
ground, they are usually found in
large flocks, highly gregarious,
nesting in hollow trees. Being a
“dipper”, not a diver, favored habitat is shallow freshwater lakes,
ponds and marshes. It feeds on
seeds and other plant food, usually at night. Although a wild species, they are quite tame, even in
the wild. You can usually walk
right up to a flock standing on the
ground. Sexually monomorphic,

Bird of the Month (continued)

They have both a long neck and long
legs. Unmistakable chestnut and
black body with electric pink legs
and bill, and a white eye ring. The juveniles are duller brownish with gray
bill and legs.
Unusual among ducks, they form
strong monogamous pair-bonds,
staying together for years. Both parents share tasks of incubation and
raising the young. When a tree is not
available, they nest in nest boxes,
abandoned buildings and chimneys.
The young will leap from the nest
cavity two days after hatching and
can feed themselves immediately.
They stay with their parents for up to
8 weeks. They lay an average of 13
eggs, with several females sometimes
using the same nest. They will raise
from 1 to 2 broods a year.
They are not a threatened species, with
a population ranging from 1 to 2 million. Predators include raccoons, rat
snakes, with Great-horned owls sometimes taking adults. Juveniles can be
killed by fire ants, bass, catfish and gar.
The oldest recorded specimen was almost 11 years old.
A very attractive bird, when near a
body of fresh water, keep a sharp eye.
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